June 17, 2014 Agenda

Highland Central School District

Board of Education Meeting
Tuesday, June 17, 2014
6:00 pm Open Meeting
6:00 pm Executive Session
7:00 Open Meeting to be held in the High School Cafeteria
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: Anticipated upon Board Approval
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Highland Central School District conduct

an Executive Session to discuss the following topics:

e Collective Negotiations pursuant to Article 14 (Taylor Law) ot the Civil Service Law;

e The Medical, financial or credit, employment history ot a particular person or
corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion,
discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SPECIAL RECOGNITION:

A short reception will take place to recognize the following:

a) Recognition of Priyanka Dongare, Student Representative
b) Recognition ot Maxwell Rogers, Tech Services

c) Recognition of AP Scholars

c) Tenure employees from the 2013-2014 school year

d) Retirees from the 2013-2014 school year

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Any topic related to the agenda may be addressed except for personnel or specific student issues.

Protocol for Public Comment

The school board encourages public participation at its meetings. To allow for efficiency in conducting meetings
and to give each speaker a fair opportunity to present his/her views the following shall apply to the public
speaking portion of the agenda.
¢ Each speaker shall state their name;
o Any questions/concerns be submitted in writing with speaker’s contact information
(name/address/phone number);
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o Each speaker shall be limited to a time agreed upon by the Board;
o The Board will not permit discussion involving individual personnel or students;
o Direct all remarks to chair. Community members may not poll individual
Board members nor debate other community members in attendance.
Members of the community are encouraged to also present their comments in writing. Undue interruption or
other interference with the orderly conduct of the Board of Education business will not be allowed. Defamatory
or abusive remarks are always out of order.

ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS:
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education acknowledges reviewing the following reports:
a) Board of Education Meeting Minutes — 5/20/2014, 5/28/2014, 6/3/2014 and 6/10/2014
b) Claim Auditor Report — March, April, May 2014
¢) Treasurers Reports — May 2014
d) General Fund Budget & Revenue Status Reports — May 2014
e) Food Service Fund Budget & Revenue Status Reports — May 2014
f) Special Aid Fund Budget & Revenue Status Reports — May 2014
g) Attendance and Enrollment Report — Period 9 - 05/01/2014 — 5/30/2014

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION:

a) Principal’s Report:
Each month the Principals will report on important information and events occurring in

their schools.

b) Director of Student Services Report:
Director of Student Services will report on operations of the Student Services

Department.

c) Approval of Committee on Special Education Minutes
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby accepts the recommendations of
the Committee on Special Education according to the minutes of the CSE meetings of
May 29" and June 6, 2014, and authorizes the arrangements for such students’ special

education programs and services.

d) Approval of Committee on Preschool Special Education
There are no meetings to report for this period for CPSE.

PERSONNEL:
a) Maternity Leave — Extension
BE IT RESOLED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the following request for an extension of current
maternity leave:

Employee: Jessica Cozzolino
Position: Elementary Teacher
Effective Date: current — February 2, 2015

b) Vacation Days
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
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d)

€)

Superintendent of Schools, approves the following request for vacation days from the
2013-2014 school year to be added to the 2014-2015 school year as follows:
Employee: Barbara Klotz

Amount of Days: Three (3) vacation days

Vacation Days — Compensation

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education approves the request for compensating
Louise Lynch tive (5) unused vacation days from the 2013-2014 school year and
Deborah Haab four (4) unused vacation days at the 2013-2014 rate.

Tenure Recommendation
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the following tenure recommendation as follows:

Employee: Angela Brogan

Tenure Area: Speech - remedial

Effective Date: September 1, 2014
Employee: James Conklin

Tenure Area: Home Economics — General
Effective Date: September 1, 2014

Resignation
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the

Superintendent of Schools, accepts, with regrets, the tollowing resignation:

Employee: Jenny Merrill
Position: Bus Driver
Effective Date: June 30, 2014
Retirement

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, accepts, with regrets, the resignation for the purpose of
retirement from the following individuals:

Employee: Joseph A. Martellaro
Position: Music Teacher
Effective Date: June 30, 2014
Employee: Timothy Bradley
Position: Bus Driver

Effective Date: August 30, 2014
Employee: Mary Ann DuFrane
Position: Teacher Assistant
Effective Date: June 30, 2014

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS - Priyanka Dongare
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BUSINESS AND OPERATIONS:

a) ERS Reserve Resolution
BE IT RESOLVED that based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of
Schools the Board of Education of Highland Central School District, herby authorize the
establishment of an Employee Retirement Contribution Reserve. The purpose of this
reserve is to finance retirement contributions. This reserve must be accounted for
separate and apart from all other funds and will be funded by excess tund balance or
budgetary appropriations.

b) Report of Examination from the Office of the State Comptroller

¢) Dishwasher Bid
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education award the Purchase and Installation of
commercial Conveyor Type Dishwasher and Hot Water booster System bid 13-14 02 to Dutchess
Restaurant Equipment in the amount of $27,670.

d) Budget Transfers
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board ot Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the following budget transfer totaling $87,568.00:

¢ Budget Transfer Number 9910 $ 12,500
e Budget Transfer Numbers 9494 & 9909 $15,068
e Budget Transter Number 9911 $60,000

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

New Business:
a) Establishment of Student Clubs at Middle School
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the establishment of two student clubs at the
middle school as follows:
e Chess Club
e Dignity For All Club Gay, Straight Alliance

b) Correspondence — Any correspondence received by the Board may be discussed.

¢) Future BOE Agenda Items — To be submitted the Tuesday prior to following Board
meeting.

Old Business:
a) Re-Organizational Meeting — Confirm date

b) Capital Project / Facilities Committee - Discussion
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PUBLIC COMMENTS: Any topic related to the agenda may be addressed except for
personnel or specific student issues.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Anticipated upon Board approval
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Highland Central School District conduct an

Executive Session to discuss the following topics:

1. Matters which will imperil the public safety it disclosed;

2. Any matter which may disclose the identity of law enforcement agent or informer;
3. Information relating to current or future investigations or prosecution of criminal
offices, which would imperil effective law enforcement if disclosed,

4 Discussions regarding proposed, pending, or current litigation;

5. x__ Collective Negotiations pursuant to Article 14 (Taylor Law) of the Civil Service Law;
6. x__ The Medical, financial or credit, employment history of a particular person or
corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion,
discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation;

7. The preparation, grading or administration of examinations;

8. A proposed acquisition, sale, or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition of
securities, or sale or exchange or securities held by such public body, but only when publicity
would substantially affect the value thereof.

ADJOURNMENT
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HIGHLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal’s Report - June 11, 2014

Enrollment:
K: 136 st 147 2nd: 144 3rd: 113 41131 5t 129
Total: 800 (as of 6/11/2014)

Annual Professional Performance Reviews (APPRs):
All teacher and support staff evaluation elements have been completed.

Morris Brothers Anti-bullying Assembly
Students in grades 2-5 participated in an anti-bullying assembly during our half day on June 3. We would like to bring this program
back next year but have them present at the beginning of the school year.

Mad Science Assembly

All students attended an assembly dedicated to science. It was well received by the students and highlighted the scientific principles
that are associated with the units of study in each respective grade level. The “Mad Scientist” also offers a summer program for
students which many of the children have expressed interest in attending. Unfortunately, the closest location is Goshen which will be
too far for parents. We are fortunate that we were able to have him join us so all students could experience the wonders of science.

Field Days/Class Picnics
We held our annual field day for Grades 2 & 4 and our Class Picnics early this week. Unfortunately, Mother Nature was not kind to us

as we had to cancel and reschedule field day races for grades K, 1, 3, 5. Although the rain put a damper on the physical events, the
students and parents enjoyed the picnics and most chalked it all up to being an “experience they won't forget!” The Elementary PTA
should be commended for all the effort and hard work put in to making the picnics such a success. Additionally, our custodial staff and
the district O&M staff were instrumental in helping us pull of the events that we were able to squeeze in between rain drops.

Make Up Dates: Monday, June 16 Grades K & 5 Tuesday, June 17 Grades 1 & 3

June 3
We used the time afforded to us to get the end of year assessments scored and recorded in the data management system. Deb Kelley
should be commended for orchestrating a schedule that left no stone unturned. She was instrumental in making the day run smoothly

and as efficiently as possible.

Summer Academy
We will run our annual summer academic program for four weeks this summer. A special thanks to Rosann LaManna for organizing

this program throughout the years.

Staffing:

Type of Staffing FTE
General Education - Classroom Teachers 35.0
Special Education (Inclusion, 12:1, 8:1, Resource, ESL) 14.0
Special Area (Art, Music, Library, PE, AIS) 11.2
Special Supports (Psychologist, Social Worker, OT/PT, Speech, 6.0
Nurse)
Teaching Assistants/Aides 21.0
Secretaries/Attendance Clerk 3.0
Monitor 1.0
Health Aide/LPN 2.0
Security 1.0
Café Monitors (2.5 hrs) 12

Upcoming Events:
Tuesday, June 24 - Fifth Grade Moving Up Ceremony — 6:30 pm at HHS






Highland High School
Principal’s Report
June 12,2014

Enrollment: 06/12/2014 Staffing:

9™ grade: 135 Full time HHS: 35
10" grade: 144 Full time travel:
11" grade: 142 Part Time:

12" grade: 142

Total 563

Memorial Day Ceremony
On May 22™ all students and faculty participated in a Memorial Day ceremony. The American Legion, the band and
chorus were assembled on the schools front lawn ready to begin when rain began to fall. Quickly and in an organized
fashion the entire student body reassembled in the gymnasium. Mr. Bragg, of the American Legion, was introduced by
his granddaughter Heather, HHS counselor. Mr. Bragg spoke about the service of the Greatest Generation. At the
conclusion of the ceremony each student shook hands with the American Legions members thanking them for his/her

service.

Alternative Education Recognition Ceremony
Brandon Parker, Calvin Lovejoy and Richard Lapham were recognized for completing their educational programs at
the Ulster BOCES Port Ewen campus. During the ceremony Calvin Lovejoy spoke to the audience thanking the staff,
his peers and family. Further, Ali Finnegan, HHS student was invited to perform “Beautiful” to entertain the audience

and students.

MHAL Scholar Athlete Recognition
On May 28" at Wiltwyck Country Club Shannon Ward and Tristan Reynolds were recognized by the MHAL as
Highland High Schools scholar athletes at a breakfast held in their honor. Shannon was also awarded the Carmen
Congelli Scholaship courtesy of Laborers” International Union of America. The guest speaker was New Paltz alumni,
Tennessee football standout and nationally recognized football analyst Charlie Davis.

Ulster County Schelastic Achievement Breakfast
On June 5* Shannon Ward, valedictorian, Osmaan Shahid, salutatorian and Alessia Cutugno, top business student were

recognized for their academic success at an event held at Ulster BOCES. The event was hosted by the Ulster County
Schools Superintendents’ Council.

Class of 2014 Events
On June 11 the Class of 2014 attended a dinner cruise aboard the River Rose to Cold Spring and West Point to

celebrate their graduation, Additionally, 29 seniors travelled to Disney World on their senior trip. During each of these
events our students exceeded our expectations for behavior and conducted themselves as respectful ambassadors of our

school.

June 23"
June 26

June 17®
June 17"
June 18®
June 18"
June 19"
June 19"
June 206%
June 20"
June 20
June 23"
June 237
June 24"
June 24"
June 24"
June 25"
June 25"

Events Calendar:

Graduation Rehearsal
High School Graduation

Regents:
Regents Exam Schedule:

Regents in U.S. History & Government

Living Environment

Regents in Global History & Geography

Algebra 2/Trigonometry
Comprehensive English
Physical Setting/Earth Science
Integrated Algebra

Geometry

Physical Setting/Physics

RCT in Global Studies

RCT in Reading

Physical Setting/Chemistry
RCT in Science

RCT in U.S. History & Government
RCT in Writing

RCT in Mathematics

Support Staff
Teacher Assistants: 3
Teacher Aides: 0
Monitors: 1

2:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 am.
12:00 p.m.
8:00 am.
12:00 p.m.






Highland Central School District

Office of Student Services, 320 Pancake Hollow Road, Highland, NY 12528

bchapmanl@highland-k12.0rg
845.691.1023
Fax: 845.691.1024

Barbara E. Chapman
Director of Student Services

Director’s Report
June 17, 2014

Special Education Enrollment (District/out-of-District)

K 1st an 3rd 4th Sth 6th 7(/1 Srh gth 1 Oth 1 lth 1 Zth Total

15/2  14/2 | 12/2 | 12/1 | 15/3  23/2 | 23/3 | 18/5| 25/1 | 22/0 | 15/3 | 16/3 | 14/5 224/32

APE — Adaptive Physical Education — We have a work group led by Mike Milliman that has just
completed a flow chart for referrals and evaluations of students who my need or qualify for APE
services. They have also developed a check list and evaluation instrument that is very
comprehensive. The documents are currently being edited and will be finalized this month.
What a great group to work with and thank you to Sarah Dudley-Lemek for facilitating and
disseminating the flow chart and to Mike Milliman for keeping the meeting on Wednesday
focused and on track. Robin Hecht was able to join us because she is interested in sharing our
process back to Marlboro. Her input was very valuable.

Clarification — | am aware that there were some questions about our out of district placement
sites and how it is determined what students are referred to which programs. While on paper,
some of the descriptors of student needs and behaviors may look similar, there may be
differences in level of intensity of behaviors or learning needs. Certain programs are certified to
only serve certain populations. A program for children with emotional needs would not usually
be the right program for a student with autism or a student with significant orthopedic needs.

ESY - Extended School Year Services — The number of students that are qualified to receive
services in the summer to prevent significant regression is continuing to decline. When | first
came here, we had many in district students who attended BOCES programs in the summer and
almost all BOCES and out of district students received a continuation of their programs for the
summer. Over the years, we have worked to educate the staff and families, and more
appropriately service students for ESY. This is a savings of program costs as well as
transportation costs while continuing to meet the needs of the students in their regular school

year programming.

Elementary School Self-Contained Programs — There has been a change in the anticipated
number of students at the elementary school that will need the services of our 12-1-1
programs. In CSE meetings today, two incoming kindergarten students were recommended for
our in district programs. Earlier this spring when we were putting together numbers, we
anticipated them attending more intensive, high-cost, out of district programs. We will save the
cost of their programs and transportation by keeping them in district, but it pushes our
numbers so that we will require an additional section of 12-1-1. This will require a special
education teacher and a teaching assistant. As a part of this discussion, | am continuing to

Vision Statement: The Highland Central School District, in collaboration with its community and
partners, is a student-centered learning community focused on the development of independent,
lifelong learners while providing a quality education and promoting positive and healthy student growth.




discuss with Marlboro the possibility of some self-contained students from their elementary
school attending our programs as tuition students.

Commissioner’s Advisory Panel on Special Education — It has been my great pleasure to serve
on the Commissioner’s Advisory Panel on Special Education for the last 15 years and for 5 years
on the State Rehab Council. For 2 of those years, | served as the communication link between
the two groups. There have been many exciting changes over those years and | feel very
fortunate to have had the opportunity to have input on so many crucial topics that affect the
lives of students with disabilities in NYS. It is with mixed feelings that | have decided not to
accept another 3 year appointment. | will miss the wonderful people from SED and around the
state that | have come to know and had the opportunity to work with and | will miss the lively,
impassioned discussions that have led to changes in the way we provide services to students

with disabilities.

Attachments:

» Article — “Array of Factors Drives Students From School”

» Article - “Thousands of Toddlers Are Medicated for A.D.H.D., Report Finds, Raising
Worries”

» Article — “Why Children Fidget: And What We Can Do About It”

» NYSED Memo — Parental Consent for Initial Provision of a 12-month Special Service

» PPT from CAP — Improving Services and Results for English Language Learners (ELLs) with
Disabilities

Vision Statement: The Highland Central School District, in collaboration with its community and
partners, is a student-centered learning community focused on the development of independent,
lifelong learners while providing a quality education and promoting positive and healthy student growth.
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Published in Prints May 21, 2004, as For Dropouts, Multitude of Factors Drivae Them Away From School
Array of Factors Drives Students From School

By Arianna Prothero

Often, there's not a clear, single factor but a collision of negative events that can include bad school
experiences, abuse, an unstable living situation, or an iliness in the family that finally breaks a

young person's will to go to school, according to a new report from a Washington-based, youth-

advocacy organization.

In an effort to paint a fuller picture of the lives—and motivations—of young people who leave high
school before graduating, America's Promise Alliance has released a large-scale study focusing

on the personal experiences of students who drop out.

To that end, the group's research arm, the Center for Promise at Tufts University, conducted in-
depth, group interviews in 16 cities across the country with more than 200 18- to 25-year-olds who
had been out of school for at least four months. Those discussions were used to shape a survey that
was then administered to nearly 3,000 participants across the country, a sample largely reflecting
demographics nationally. Two-thirds of those surveyed had stopped going to school for at least a
semester. The remaining one-third surveyed had completed high school uninterrupted.

The results of the interviews and survey are reported in "Don't Call Them Dropouts: Understanding
the Experiences of Young People Who Leave High School Before Graduation,” which aims to give the

youths an opportunity to share their stories.

"We wanted to uplift the voice of young people," said Jonathan Zaff, the executive director of the
Center for Promise and the principal investigator. "The prevailing narrative is one of laziness and
boredom. We wanted to understand these young people in a much better way than what is typically

out there."

School 'A Waste of Time'

One participant in the discussions told researchers that in addition to his father being incarcerated,
his mother fell ill, forcing him to become the family breadwinner. "I turned 16 and I started [working
construction]. Well, eventually weed and everything played into it so much that I seen so much
money in my hands that when I went to school, it seemed like a waste of time," he said.



A number of participants are quoted in the report, but are not named because of confidentiality

requirements. Similar anecdotes are sprinkled throughout the report, augmenting the results with

snapshots of the participants' lives.

Those anecdotes illustrate one of the report's main
findings: It is usually a cluster of factors that iead a
student to drop out of school, versus a single event or
reason. For example, 66 percent of young people who left
school experienced from three to 12 of what the study
termed "adverse events,"” such as physical abuse,
homelessness, or expulsion from school. Only 10 percent
of respondents who dropped out—or had "interrupted
enrollment,” as the report calls it—and 28 percent of
those who stayed in school did not experience any of

those challenges.

Although the study has a significant emphasis on why
young people leave school, its researchers also asked
survey respondents about an issue that is not as well
documented: re-engagement, or getting youths who drop

out to go back to school.

Some researchers point to a lack of information on re-
engagement, compared with a larger body of work on

causes and prevention of dropout.

"We don't have as much policy on recovery in my opinion,
so that is something that needs attention,” said Russell
Rumberger, the director of the California Dropout
Research Project at the University of California, Santa
Barbara. "All the accountability in schooling in most states
and the federal government has been focused on four-

year graduation rates.”

But "schools are really only funded to support those 80
percent who are now graduating nationwide,” not the 20

Student Persistence

In interviews and surveys of thousands of
students who left school before graduating,

four prominent themes emerged:

CLUSTERS OF FACTORS. There is usually
not a single reason or event that leads a
student to drop out of school. Young people
who ultimately return to school do so as a

result of several influences.

TOXIC ENVIRONMENTS. Young people
who leave high school are likely to be living
in “harsh” environments, which can include
violence, health issues, and unsafe or

unsupportive school climates.

YEARNING FOR SUPPORTIVE
CONNECTIONS. The types of relationships
that students have with family members,
teachers and counselors, and peers can

influence whether they stay in school.

RESILIENCE AND GUIDANCE. Young
people who left school typically had
survived difficult circumstances. But in
order to thrive, young people need
consistent support and connections to
people with the capacity to help them

navigate around obstacles.

SOURCE: America’s Promise Allilance

percent who have dropped out, argues Andrew O. Moore, a senior fellow at the Washington-based

National League of Cities' Youth Education and Families Institute. Interest is growing,

however, in dropout-re-engagement research, Mr. Moore added.




The America's Promise Alliance study, which was funded by the Target Corporation, found that
although the need for personal connections could influence a student's decision to drop out of
school, a positive connection could also be the impetus for his or her return. Most of the young
people surveyed displayed high levels of resilience that, when combined with consistent support
from a person or organization, created a path back to school and on to graduation. For example, 41
percent of survey respondents said they returned to school because someone encouraged them to

do so.
Re-Engaging Dropouts

Successful re-entry programs recognize that students' disengagement from and re-engagement in

school are linked, the report says, as well as the multitude of factors that lead to them.

One such organization identified in the report is Learning Works, a charter school with campuses in

Los Angeles and Pasadena, Calif., whose students took part in the study.

"The school is designed around the needs of a dropout who is trying to re-engage," said CEQC and
founder Mikala Rahn. The school, for instance, hires "chasers” to act as case managers. "Whatever is
going on in the dropout's life, it is the chasers who keep them on track. That could be tutoring, that
could be going to health or probation appointments, or it could be finding them a couch to sleep on

that night."

Similar programs are in place at the district level, said the Center for Promise’'s Mr. Zaff, who
pointed to model programs in Boston and Houston. "In these districts, there are staff who go out
into the community to connect with youth who have left school, nurture those relationships, and

nudge them toward re-engaging.”

Beyond that kind of effort, the study recommends providing extra support for at-risk students,
identifying best practices in prevention and re-engagement, and including young people in the

design and implementation of solutions.






THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT | THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK | ALBANY, NY 12234

OFFICE OF P-12 EDUCATION: Office of Special Education

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

Room 301 EB, 89 Washington Avenue » Albany, NY 12234 Telephone (518) 462-3353
www.g12.nysed.qey/specialed] Fax: (518) 402-3534

May 2014

SPECIAL EDUCATION FIELD ADVISORY

W"pa@w

Subject: Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2014 relating to Parental Consent for Initial
Provision of a 12-month Special Service and/or Program

From: James P. Delorenzo

Section 4402 of New York State Education Law has been amended by Chapter 56
of the Laws of 2014 to repeal the requirement that the district obtain parental consent prior
to the initial provision of special education services to a student with a disability in a 12-
month special service and/or program. Effective March 31, 2014, school districts are no
longer required to obtain parental consent for the initial provision of special education
services and programs during the months of July and August (i.e., 12-month special
service and/or program). However, if a school district provides special education services
to a student for the first time during the months of July and August and the student has not
previously been identified as having a disability, parental consent must be obtained prior to
the initial provision of special education to the student. A proposed amendment to State
regulations to be consistent with the requirements of Chapter 56 will be presented to the
Board of Regents at the July 2014 meeting. A copy of the full text of the relevant section of
Chapter 56 is attached.

To ensure dissemination to appropriate individuals within a school district, | ask
Superintendents to please share this memorandum with individuals such as Directors of
Special Education, School Psychologists, Committee on Special Education and Committee
on Preschool Special Education Chairpersons, Guidance Counselors and Directors of
Pupil Personnel, and Parent Teacher Associations. Questions regarding this
memorandum may be directed to the Special Education Policy Unit at 518-473-2878 or to
the Special Education Quality Assurance Office in your region:

Central Regional Office (315) 428-4556
Eastern Regional Office (518) 486-6366
Hudson Valley Regional Office  (518) 473-1185
Long Island Regional Office (631) 952-3352
New York City Regional Office  (718) 722-4544
Western Regional Office (585) 344-2002
Nondistrict Unit (518) 473-1185

Attachment — Section 16-a of Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2014



Attachment

Section 16-a of Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2014

L. 2014, Ch. 56, Part A

§ 16-a. Paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section 4402 of the education
law, as amended by chapter 243 of the laws of 1989, is amended to read
as follows:

a. The board of education or trustees of each school district shall be
required to furnish suitable educational opportunities for [childzen
with— handicapping - conditions] students with disabilities by one of the
special services or programs listed in subdivision two of section
forty-four hundred one of this article. The need of the individual child
shall determine which of such services shall be rendered. Each district
shall provide to the maximum extent appropriate such services in a
manner which enables [ehildren-with-handicapping econditions] students
with disabilities to participate in regular education services when
appropriate. Such services or programs shall be furnished between the
months of September and June of each year, except that for the nineteen
hundred eighty-seven--eighty-eight school vyear and thereafter, with
respect to the students whose [handicapping-conditions] disabilities are
severe enough to exhibit the need for a structured learning environment
of twelve months duration to maintain developmental levels, the board of
education or trustees of each school district upon the recommendation of

the committee on special education [apd;—in-the—£irst-instance,—the
consent—of-the—parent] shall also provide, either directly or by

contract, for the provision of special services and programs as defined
in section forty-four hundred one of this article during the months of
July and August as contained in the individualized education program for
each eligible [ehidd] student, and with prior approval by the commis-

sioner if required; prov1ded that {4&+~a-e%aéeﬁﬁ%~wi%h~»ar—hané&e&pp%ﬁg

Y 3 3 pring-sueh-months--and i ] a student with a [handdi-
capping—eondition] disability who is eligible for services, including

services during the months of July and August, pursuant to section
forty-four hundred ten of this article shall not be eligible to receive
services pursuant to this paragraph during the months of July and

August.




PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF SECTION 200.5(b){1) OF THE REGULATIONS OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION RELATING TO PARENTAL CONSENT FOR INITIAL
PROVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES IN A 12-MONTH SPECIAL SERVICE AND/OR
PROGRAM
PUBLIC COMMENT SUBMISSION COVER SHEET
MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN June 23, 2014

New York State Education Department

MAIL TO: P-12: Office of Special Education

89 Washington Avenue, Room 309 EB

Albany, New York 12234

Attention: Proposed Regulations — Section 200.5(b){1)
FAXTO: 518-473-5387
EMAIL TO: SPEDPUBLICCOMMENT@MAIL.NYSED.GOV
FROM: NAME

{Please Print | TITLE
or Type
Requested ORGANIZATION

information}

ADDRESS

oIy

2P

Topic Section(s) of
Regulations

Consistent with Section 16-a of Part A of Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2014, the | §200.5(b}{1)
proposed amendment repeals the requirement for the written consent of the
parent prior to the initial provision of special education services in a 12-month
special service and/or program.
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Reasons/Recommendations:
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AMENDMENT OF THE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

underlined language = added language
[bracketed language] = language repealed

Pursuant to Education Law sections 101, 207, 305, 4402, and 4403 and section
16-a of Part A of Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2014.

Paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of section 200.5 of the Regulations of the
Commissioner of Education is amended, effective July 30, 2014 as follows:

(1) The school district must make reasonable efforts to obtain written informed
consent of the parent, as such term is defined in section 200.1(l) of this Part, and must
have a detailed record of its attempts, and the resuits of those attempts. Written consent
of the parent is required:

(i) .

(if) prior to the initial provision of special education to a student who has not
previously been identified as having) a disability. Consent for initial evaluation may not
be construed as consent for initial provision of special education services; and

[(iif) prior to initial provision of special education services in a 12-month special

service and/or program;]

[iv)] i)



Thousands of Toddlers Are Medicated for A.D.H.D., Report
Finds, Raising Worries

By ALAN SCHWARZ MAY 16, 2014

ATLANTA — More than 10,000
American toddlers 2 or 3 years old are
being medicated for attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder outside established
pediatric guidelines, according to data
presented on Friday by an official at the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

The report, which found that toddlers
covered by Medicaid are particularly prone
to be put on medication such as Ritalin and
Adderall, is among the first efforts to
gauge the diagnosis of A.D.H.D. in
children below age 4. Doctors at the
Georgia Mental Health Forum at the Carter
Susanna N. Visser presented a report on Friday at the Georgia Mental Health Center in Atlanta, where the data was

Fo{rum n Atlax?ta on Fhe diagnosis and medication for A\D.HAD. in young presented, as well as several outside

children. Credit Dustin Chambers for The New York Times experts strongly criticized the use of
medication in so many children that young.

The American Academy of Pediatrics standard practice guidelines for A.D.H.D. do not even address the
diagnosis in children 3 and younger — let alone the use of such stimulant medications, because their
safety and effectiveness have barely been explored in that age group. “It’s absolutely shocking, and it
shouldn’t be happening,” said Anita Zervigon-Hakes, a children’s mental health consultant to the Carter
Center. “People are just feeling around in the dark. We obviously don’t have our act together for little

children.”

Dr. Lawrence H. Diller, a behavioral pediatrician in Walnut Creek, Calif., said in a telephone interview:
“People prescribing to 2-year-olds are just winging it. It is outside the standard of care, and they should be
subject to malpractice if something goes wrong with a kid.”

Friday’s report was the latest to raise concerns about A.D.H.D. diagnoses and medications for American
children beyond what many experts consider medically justified. Last year, a nationwide C.D.C. survey
found that 11 percent of children ages 4 to 17 have received a diagnosis of the disorder, and that about
one in five boys will get one during childhood.

A vast majority are put on medications such as methylphenidate (commonly known as Ritalin) or
amphetamines like Adderall, which often calm a child’s hyperactivity and impulsivity but also carry risks
for growth suppression, insomnia and hallucinations.

Only Adderall is approved by the Food and Drug Administration for children below age 6. However,
because off-label use of methylphenidate in preschool children had produced some encouraging results,



the most recent American Academy of Pediatrics guidelines authorized it in 4- and 5-year-olds — but
only after formal training for parents and teachers to improve the child’s environment were unsuccessful.

Children below age 4 are not covered in those guidelines because hyperactivity and impulsivity are
developmentally appropriate for toddlers, several experts said, and more time is needed to see if a disorder
is truly present.

Susanna N. Visser, who oversees the C.D.C.’s research on the disorder, compiled Friday’s report through
two sources: Medicaid claims in Georgia and claims by privately insured families nationwide kept by
MarketScan, a research firm. Her report did not directly present a total number of toddlers 2 and 3 years
old nationwide being medicated for the disorder, however her data suggested a number of at least 10,000
and perhaps many more.

Dr. Visser’s analysis of Georgia Medicaid claims found about one in 225 toddlers being medicated for
A.D.H.D., or 760 cases in that state alone. Dr. Visser said that nationwide Medicaid data were not yet
available, but Georgia’s rates of the disorder are very typical of the United States as a whole.

“If we applied Georgia’s rate to the number of toddlers on Medicaid nationwide, we would expect at least
10,000 of those to be on A.D.H.D. medication,” Dr. Visser said in an interview. She added that
MarketScan data suggested that an additional 4,000 toddlers covered by private insurance were being
medicated for the disorder.

Dr. Visser said that effective nonpharmacological treatments, such as teaching parents and day care
workers to provide more structured environments for such children, were often ignored. “Families of
toddlers with behavioral problems are coming to the doctor’s office for help, and the help they’re getting
too often is a prescription for a Class II controlled substance, which has not been established as safe for
that young of a child,” Dr. Visser said. “It puts these children and their developing minds at risk, and their
health is at risk.”

Very few scientific studies have examined the use of stimulant medications in young children. A
prominent 2006 study found that methylphenidate could mollify A.D.H.D.-like symptoms in
preschoolers, but only about a dozen 3-year-olds were included in the study, and no 2-year-olds. Most
researchers on that study, sponsored by the National Institute of Mental Health, had significant financial
ties to pharmaceutical companies that made A.D.H.D. medications.

Some doctors said in interviews on Friday that they understood the use of stimulant medication in 2- and
3-year-olds under rare circumstances.

Keith Conners, a psychologist and professor emeritus at Duke University who since the 1960s has been
one of A.D.H.D.’s most prominent figures, said that he had occasionally recommended it when nothing
else would calm a toddler who was a harm to himself or others.

Dr. Doris Greenberg, a behavioral pediatrician in Savannah, Ga., who attended Dr. Visser’s presentation,
said that methylphenidate can be a last resort for situations that have become so stressful that the family
could be destroyed. She cautioned, however, that there should not be 10,000 such cases in the United
States a year.

“Some of these kids are having really legitimate problems,” Dr. Greenberg said. “But you also have
overwhelmed parents who can’t cope and the doctor prescribes as a knee-jerk reaction. You have children



with depression or anxiety who can present the same way, and these medications can just make those
problems worse.”

Dr. Visser said she could offer no firm explanation for why she found toddlers covered by Medicaid to be
medicated for the disorder far more often than those covered by private insurance.

Dr. Nancy Rappaport, a child psychiatrist and director of school-based programs at Cambridge Health
Alliance outside Boston who specializes in underprivileged youth, said that some home environments can
lead to behavior often mistaken for A.D.H.D., particularly in the youngest children.

“In acting out and being hard to control, they’re signaling the chaos in their environment,” Dr. Rappaport
said. “Of course only some homes are like this — but if you have a family with domestic violence, drug
or alcohol abuse, or a parent neglecting a 2-year-old, the kid might look impulsive or aggressive. And the
parent might just want a quick fix, and the easiest thing to do is medicate. It’s a travesty.”

A version of this article appears in print on May 17, 2014, on page All of the New York edition with the headline: Thousands of Toddlers
Are Medicated for A.D.H.D., Report Finds, Raising Worries.






WHY CHILDREN FIDGET: And what we can do about it

Angela Hanscom - Thursday. June 03, 2014
A perfect stranger pours her heart out to me
over the phone. She complains that her six-year-old
son is unable to sit still in the classroom. The
school wants to test him for ADHD (attention
P deficit and hyperactivity disorder). This sounds
-~ familiar, I think to myself. As a pediatric
. occupational therapist, Ive noticed that this is a
. fairly common problem today.
The mother goes on to explain how her son
. comes home every day with a yellow smiley face.
The rest of his class goes home with green smiley
faces for good behavior. Every day this child is
reminded that his behavior is unacceptable, simply
: ' because he can’t sit still for long periods of time.
The mother starts crying. “He is starting to
say things like, ‘I hate myself” and ‘I’'m no good at
anything.”” This young boy’s self-esteem is

plummeting all because he needs to move more

often.

Over the past decade, more and more children are being coded as having attention issues and
possibly ADHD. A local elementary teacher tells me that at least eight of her twenty-two students have
trouble paying attention on a good day. At the same time, children are expected to sit for longer periods of
time. In fact, even kindergarteners are being asked to sit for thirty minutes during circle time at some
schools.

The problem: children are constantly in an upright position these days. It is rare to find children
rolling down hills, climbing trees, and spinning in circles just for fun. Merry-go-rounds and teeter-totters
are a thing of the past. Recess times have shortened due to increasing educational demands, and children
rarely play outdoors due to parental fears, liability issues, and the hectic schedules of modern-day society.
Lets face it: Children are not nearly moving enough, and it is really starting to become a problem.

I recently observed a fifth grade classroom as a favor to a teacher. I quietly went in and took a seat

towards the back of the classroom. The teacher was reading a book to the children and it was towards the



end of the day. I’ve never seen anything like it. Kids were tilting back their chairs back at extreme angles,
others were rocking their bodies back and forth, a few were chewing on the ends of their pencils, and one
child was hitting a water bottle against her forehead in a rhythmic pattern.

This was not a special needs classroom, but a typical classroom at a popular art-integrated charter
school. My first thought was that the children might have been fidgeting because it was the end of the day
and they were simply tired. Even though this may have been part of the problem, there was certainly
another underlying reason.

We quickly learned after further testing, that most of the children in the classroom had poor core
strength and balance. In fact, we tested a few other classrooms and found that when compared to children
from the early 1980s, only one out of twelve children had normal strength and balance. Only one! Oh my
goodness, 1 thought to myself. These children need to move!

Ironically, many children are walking around with an underdeveloped vestibular (balance) system
today--due to restricted movement. In order to develop a strong balance system, children need to move
their body in all directions, for hours at a time. Just like with exercising, they need to do this more than
just once-a-week in order to reap the benefits. Therefore, having soccer practice once or twice a week is
likely not enough movement for the child to develop a strong sensory system.

Children are going to class with bodies that are less prepared to learn than ever before. With
sensory systems not quite working right, they are asked to sit and pay attention. Children naturally start
fidgeting in order to get the movement their body so desperately needs and is not getting enough of to
“turn their brain on.” What happens when the children start fidgeting? We ask them to sit still and pay
attention; therefore, their brain goes back to “sleep.”

Fidgeting is a real problem. It is a strong indicator that children are not getting enough movement
throughout the day. We need to fix the underlying issue. Recess times need to be extended and kids
should be playing outside as soon as they get home from school. Twenty minutes of movement a day 1s
not enough! They need hours of play outdoors in order to establish a healthy sensory system and to
support higher-level attention and learning in the classroom.

In order for children to learn, they need to be able to pay attention. In order to pay attention,

we need to let them move.
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Graduation Rates - 2007 Cohort

. Students who graduated from high school with a
regular high school diploma within four years as
of August 2011

— 47.3% students with disabilities
— 43.5% of ELLs graduated
- 21.8% ELLs with disabilities

» Students exiting with |IEP diplomas
- 8.6% of all students with disabilities
- 15.6% of ELLs with disabilities

Drop Out Rates
20.9% of ELLs with disabilities




Dropout Rates for the 2007 Cohort

» 8.7% all students
~20.6% of all ELLs dropped out of school

- 15.6% students with disabilities
_ 20.9% of ELLs with disabilities dropped out of
school

Policy Concerns

- Appropriate assessments of ELLs

- ELL special knowledge and expertise at
the CSE meeting

. Role of the CSE in ELL identification/exit




Personnel Shortages

Intensive Teacher Institute (IT1) in Bilingual
Special Education

ITl in Bilingual Education

Speech-Language Personnel
Development Center”

Bilingual/ESL Preschool TAC* o

* Projects that serve NYC only 7

Instructional Challenges
» Some students misidentified as ELLs

Students correctly identified, but unable to score
English proficient due to their disabilities

= Developing instructionally-relevant IEPs for ELLs
with disabilities

Bilingual and English as a second language
(ESL) service delivery models

« ELLs with disabilities not receiving
bilingual or ESL instruction




Consideration of Special Factors in the Development
of Individualized Education Programs

{ Assessment in English and the home/native language

Q Impact of the disability on the student’s involvement in the
general ESL/Bilingual program

{J The language of instruction

0 The language of communication to address the family

O The accommodations necessary for instruction and testing

1 What other language services (i.e., ESL or bilingual
education) must be provided to ensure meaningful
access to general and special education and related
services?

How do we improve results for ELLs
with disabilities?

O CSEs must consider how a student’s native and
second language needs relate to the |IEP

QO Improve coordination of ESL, bilingual general
education and special education services




How do we improve results for ELLs
with disabilities?

Technical assistance from RSE-TASC:
+ Data-Driven School Improvement Efforts*
« Instruction in Literacy & Content Areas™
» Behavioral Supports

» Family and Community Involvement*

+ Service Delivery Options

Response to Intervention

— linguistically and culturally relevant
instruction”

*TA also.from RBERN "




